TO SEE A FINE LADY
between the leaves of the trees. Since these were
beeches, however, the foliage made a dense veil, and
when we went lower the roofs and walls of the stables
obscured our view. The latter stood something higher
than we had thought, but when we were standing beside
them, we found that more than one tree was stretching
out massive branches over the slates.
This made our ascent as easy as we had hoped, and
three minutes later Hubert and I were crawling up
to the ridge-pole, while Palin and Stiven were watching
us from below.
That the light was failing was now to stand us in
stead, for if we were to observe the courtyard, our
heads must appear above the ridge of the roof: indeed,
had it been broad daylight, we could not have risked
being seen, for scores of windows were commanding
the coign we sought.
The courtyard was broad and peaceful and might
have neighboured the precincts of some cathedral
church. Had we not known it was perched upon the
side of a mountain, such, an idea would never have
entered our heads, for it had the air of belonging to
low-lying country, where streams flow lazily and the
evenings are very still Though we could, of course,
hear the fall, its sound was now very soft, and the
stea4y rustle seemed less to offend the silence than
' take its place.
To the right stood the gate-house, from which I was
glad to see that the gates were gone, and directly
before us was the entrance to the castle itself. This
was very simple for such a place and was graced by
only two steps, which were very low, but the door-case
was very handsome and the door itself was massive
and was studded with nails. To the left stood the
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